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Topic 1: Healthcare systems of Japan and the UK
The Japanese healthcare system is based on social insurance, while the UK has a
state-run system (National Health Service; NHS). The former system is financed by the
premiums of medical insurance, and citizens can choose their medical institution.
The latter system is financed by taxation and provides free healthcare to all citizens.
Let's discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each system from the perspectives
of healthcare providers and service users.
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Topic 2: Working Environments in Healthcare
Healthcare providers’ long working hours and poor working environments are grave
issues around the world. Junior doctors in England, who make up half of all doctors in
the NHS, launched the longest strike in history in January 2024, walking off their jobs
for 6 consecutive days. Over 1 million surgeries and appointments were canceled as a
result. In Japan, labor reforms (1= A ck&) for healthcare workers are to be enforced
by 2024. Let’s discuss the current challenges surrounding healthcare working
environments, and sustainable ways to improve them.
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